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Investigators say briefing of Helms aide
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The disclosure was said by these
officials to involve information that
the United States had obtained a
confidential report by the Chilean
armed forces on the military's in-
volvement in the death of a young
Chilean resident of the United
States.

Sources said the armed forces re-
port sharply contradicted initial
Chilean allegations that the victim,
Rodrigo Rojas de Negri, 19, had acci-
dentally set himself on fire July 2
during a demonstration in Santiago,
the Chilean capital. .

Eyewitnesses to the rincident
have said that uniformed men with
blackened faces beat Mr. Rojas and
a young woman and set them on
fire. Mr. Rojas died four days later;
the woman survived. An investigat-
ing magistrate has indicted a lieu-
tenant for manslaughter in connec-
tion with the death.

Administration officials would
‘not say exactly when the United
States got the confidential report,
but they suggested that its receipt
played a role in the repeated insist-
ence by the U.S. government that
Chilean authorities thoroughly in-
vestigate the Rojas death and puntsh
any wrongdoers.

On July 9, State Department
spokesman Bernard Kalb said eye-
witness accounts of the incident
“should be critical in determining
the facts” in the Chilean investiga-
tion. Two days later, on July 11, Mr.
Kalb said that for the Chilean in-
quiry to be credible, it “must take
into account” eyewitnesses “as well
as other relevant factual informa-
tion.”

Administration officials said they
could not reveal how the United
States had obtained the confidential
Chilean report or whether a source
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in the Chilean military had been
compromised by the disclosure to
Chilean authorities that the United
States had the document.

News that the Chileans were
aware of the leak came during a visit
to Chile July 13-18 by Robert S. Gel-
bard, a deputy assistant secretary of
state. The informatfon was quickly
relayed to the State Department in

Washington, which informed the
Senate Select Committee on Intelli-
gence. The committee on July 18
asked the Justice Department to in-
vestigate a possible breach of confi-
dentiality.

they had no cause to believe

that Senator Helms or Chrlstoghcr
Mapion, the aide who got the secret
briefing on Chile by the Intelligence
Sommittee, had themgelves passed

One administration official said
he understoad the information was
conveyed to a senior Chilean in San-
tiago by telephone from Washington.
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Senator Helms has reacted
strongly to reports that he and his
staff are the object of an investiga-
tion. On Monday, he accused the
State Department of trying “to intim-
idate me and harass me.”

The senator and the State De-
partment have long been at odds
over aspects of U.S. policy in Latin
America, an area of special interest
to Mr. Helms, who is chairman of
the Senate Subcommittee on West-
ern Hemisphere Affairs.

In the case of Chile, the State De-
partment is trying to push the dicta-
torship into a transition to democrat-
ic government. Mr. Helms supports
the dictatorship as a buiwark
against communism in the hemi-'
sphere, and he came to the regime's
defense during a visit to Chile July
9-13. Mr. Helms said, among other
things, that U.S. Ambassador Harry
Barnes had “planted the American’
flag in the midst of a communist ac-
tivity” by attending funeral services
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A briefing was set up for the sen-
ator. officfals said, but Mr. Manion,
the senator's chief aide on the For-
efgn Relations Committee, attended
{)r:_i hAs stead. The officials sajd the

eting was held during th,

July 14-18, e eweckq{

Detalls of the confidential Chilean’
armed forces report apparently were:
disclosed to the senator’s aide in an-
attempt to bring Senator Helms and
his staff over to the State Depart-
ment’s side, said officials who did
not attend the briefing.

Attempts to reach Mr. Manion by
telephone yesterday were unsuc-
cessful.



